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INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on the structure of education and training systems from pre-primary to tertiary
level for the 2019/20 school/academic year. It covers 43 education systems, which corresponds to
38 countries participating in the EU's Erasmus+ programme (28 EU Member States, Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Switzerland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Montenegro, North Macedonia,
Norway, Serbia and Turkey).

This report has three main sections:

1. A brief presentation of the main organisational models of primary and lower secondary
education (ISCED levels 1-2);

2. A guide to reading the diagrams;

3. The schematic diagrams.



MAIN ORGANISATIONAL MODELS OF
PRIMARY AND LOWER SECONDARY EDUCATION

Three main organisational models of primary and lower secondary education (ISCED levels 1 and
2) can be identified. These education levels are part of compulsory education in all European
education systems.

e Single structure education. From the beginning to the end of compulsory education, all
students follow a common curriculum providing general education; in addition, there is no
transition between primary and lower secondary education.

e Common core curriculum provision. After successfully completing primary education (ISCED
level 1), all students progress to lower secondary level (ISCED level 2) where they follow the
same general common core curriculum.

o Differentiated lower secondary education. After successfully completing primary education,
students follow distinct educational pathways or specific types of education, which start either
at the beginning or in the course of lower secondary education. At the end of their studies,
they receive different certificates.

| Main models of primary and lower secondary education (ISCED 1-2) in Europe, 2019/20
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Note: In the Czech Republic, Latvia,
Hungary and Slovakia, compulsory
education is organised in a single
structure up to age of 14, 15, and 16
depending on the country. However,
from the age of 10, 11 and 13
(depending on the country), students
can enrol in separate educational

S e institutions providing both lower and
Source: Eurydice. upper secondary education.



GUIDE TO READING THE DIAGRAMS

This short guide provides the necessary information to understand the diagrams. More specifically,
it defines the scope; it presents the main elements of the diagrams and how they are graphically
displayed; it provides the definitions as well as the key. Finally, it includes a short description of
the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 2011).

Scope

The diagrams show the most representative mainstream education programmes in each education
system. They encompass:

o Early childhood education and care provided in publicly subsidised and accredited centre based
settings for children from the youngest age of enrolment;

o Primary and secondary education programmes;
° Post-secondary non-tertiary programmes;

o Main tertiary level programmes.

The diagrams do not show:

o Education provision intended exclusively to adults with low formal educational attainment
and/or a low level of basic skills. The diagrams cover only the courses allowing adult to go
back to school or to gain further qualifications that are part of mainstream education
programmes. Usually, these courses are integrated in the programmes providing competence-
based qualifications at secondary education level or allowing access to tertiary education (i.e.
post-secondary non-tertiary education level) (1).

o Separate provision outside mainstream education for children and young people with special
educational needs.

o At tertiary level, doctoral studies as well as the specialised studies for regulated professions
such as medicine and architecture.

Main elements of the diagrams (and their graphical display)

Age of students and programme duration: two different scales
The schematic diagrams have two distinct graphic areas:

o The left side coloured bars show the main education programmes from pre-primary to post-
secondary non-tertiary levels (ISCED levels 0 to 4) in relation to the age of students when
they start a particular programme. The ages are notional, i.e. they indicate the theoretical age
at which students are supposed to enter an education level or begin a study programme. Early
or late entry, grade retention or other interruptions to schooling are not taken into account.

o The right side coloured bars present the main education programmes at tertiary level in
relation to the standard number of years necessary to complete these programmes on a full-
time basis. The duration of part-time studies or individualised study patterns are not shown.

(") For more information on main type of educational provision for adults, see European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice, 2015.
Adult Education and Training in Europe: Widening Access to Learning Opportunities. [Online] Available at:
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/adult-education-and-training-europe-widening-access-
learning-opportunities_en




The Structure of the European Education Systems 2019/20: Schematic Diagrams

Education programmes

The thick coloured bars show education programmes (2); the colours refer to the levels and types
of education. Within coloured bars, short vertical lines either show the division into cycles/key
stages/education levels, or entry to or leaving ages for study programmes.

The thin bars with coloured stripes indicate the corresponding levels of education as defined by the
International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 2011) (see description below).

In few cases, the diagrams also show transition points between ISCED levels or education
programmes. Long vertical lines linking coloured bars (education programmes) show these
transition points.

Educational institutions

The terms under the coloured bars refer to the names of the schools or educational institutions
providing the education programmes shown. In some cases, however, they might refer to
education programmes or types of teaching. In that case, the terms are put in brackets. All terms
are provided in the national language(s) of the country.

Definitions

Full-time compulsory education/training refers to a period of full-time education/training that
is compulsory for all students. This period is regulated by law and often determined by students'
age. Usually, full-time compulsory education/training is provided in formal institutions/schools.
However, in some education systems, certain compulsory education/training programmes can
combine part-time school-based and part-time workplace courses. In such cases, students are
assessed for the work they do in both places (workplace and school). In some countries, under
certain conditions, compulsory education/training can be provided at home.

Part-time compulsory education/training may take two forms: before or after full-time
compulsory education.

e Before: Early childhood education and care programs of 250 or less hours per year;

e After: Until a certain age, students are required to participate in additional part-time
school-based or workplace education/training.

Additional year: Part of an education programme that is not necessary to complete in order to
end an education cycle or level, but may be necessary to access a higher education level or move
to a different education pathway.

(3  ECEC services outside ISCED classification are also shown.

9



The Structure of the European Education Systems 2019/20: Schematic Diagrams

Key

Levels and types of education

Early childhood education and care (for which public education authorities are not responsible)
Early childhood education and care (for which public education authorities are responsible)
Primary education

Single structure

Secondary general education

Secondary vocational education

Post-secondary non-tertiary education

ERRCENECH

Tertiary education (full-time)

Allocation to the ISCED 2011 levels (see definitions below)

[EF® |SCED0 =M= |SCED2 [T |SCED4 [®W ™ |SCED6
NFW® |SCED1 [NWW] |SCED3 [E B |SCED5 [IEIN |SCED7

Other keys
- Full-time compulsory education/training
Part-time compulsory education/training
Combined school based and workplace courses
T Possible additional year Study abroad
—>lyear Programme being phased out in (year)
-/n/- Compulsory work experience + its duration (in years)

Compulsory work experience and its duration

Compulsory work experience is shown when it is required to move to the next education level or to
begin a particular education programme; when applicable, its minimum required duration is
indicated (-/n/-=).

Education programmes being phased out

When reforms change education programmes, new and old programmes are concurrently shown.
The year during which the old education programmes are being phased out is indicated (—| year).

10



The Structure of the European Education Systems 2019/20: Schematic Diagrams

International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 2011)

The International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) is an instrument suitable for
compiling statistics on education internationally. It covers two cross-classification variables: levels
and fields of education with the complementary dimensions of general/vocational/pre-vocational
orientation and education-labour market destination. The last version, ISCED 2011 distinguishes
eight levels of education. Empirically, ISCED assumes that several criteria exist which can help
allocate education programmes to levels of education. Depending on the level and type of
education concerned, there is a need to establish a hierarchical ranking system between main and
subsidiary criteria (typical entrance qualification, minimum entrance requirement, minimum age,
staff qualification, etc.).

For the full details on each ISCED level, please consult:

UNESCO, Institute for Statistics, 2012. International Standard Classification of Education.
ISCED 2011. Available at: http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-2011-en.pdf

ISCED 0: Early childhood education

Programmes at this level are typically designed with a holistic approach to support children's early
cognitive, physical, social and emotional development and introduce young children to organised
instruction outside of the family context. ISCED level O refers to early childhood programmes that
have an intentional education component.

ISCED 1: Primary education

Programmes at this level are typically designed to provide students with fundamental skills in
reading, writing and mathematics (i.e. literacy and numeracy) and establish a solid foundation for
learning and understanding core areas of knowledge, personal and social development, in
preparation for lower secondary education.

Age is typically the only entry requirement at this level. The customary or legal age of entry is
usually not below 5 years old or above 7 years old. This level typically lasts six years, although its
duration can range between four and seven years.

ISCED 2: Lower secondary education

Programmes at this level are typically designed to build on the learning outcomes from ISCED
level 1. Students enter ISCED level 2 typically between ages 10 and 13 (age 12 being the most
common).

ISCED 3: Upper secondary education

Programmes at this level are typically designed to complete secondary education in preparation for
tertiary education or provide skills relevant to employment, or both. Students enter this level
typically between ages 14 and 16.

ISCED 4: Post-secondary non-tertiary education

Post-secondary non-tertiary education provides learning experiences building on secondary
education, preparing for labour market entry as well as tertiary education. Programmes at ISCED
level 4, or post-secondary non-tertiary education, are typically designed to provide individuals who
completed ISCED level 3 with non-tertiary qualifications required for progression to tertiary
education or for employment when their ISCED level 3 qualifications do not grant such access. The
completion of an ISCED level 3 programme is required to enter ISCED level 4 programmes.

11



The Structure of the European Education Systems 2019/20: Schematic Diagrams

ISCED 5: Short-cycle tertiary education

Programmes at this level are often designed to provide participants with professional knowledge,
skills and competencies. Typically, they are practically based, occupationally-specific and prepare
students to enter the labour market. However, these programmes may also provide a pathway to
other tertiary education programmes. Entry into ISCED level 5 programmes requires the successful
completion of ISCED level 3 or 4 with access to tertiary education.

ISCED 6: Bachelors' or equivalent level

Programmes at this level are often designed to provide participants with intermediate academic
and/or professional knowledge, skills and competencies, leading to a first degree or equivalent
qualification. Entry into these programmes normally requires the successful completion of an
ISCED level 3 or 4 programme with access to tertiary education. Entry may depend on subject
choice and/or grades achieved at ISCED levels 3 and/or 4. Additionally, it may be required to take
and succeed in entry examinations. Entry or transfer into ISCED level 6 is also sometimes possible
after the successful completion of ISCED level 5.

ISCED 7: Master's or equivalent level

Programmes at this level, are often designed to provide participants with advanced academic
and/or professional knowledge, skills and competencies, leading to a second degree or equivalent
qualification. Typically, programmes at this level are theoretically-based but may include practical
components and are informed by state of the art research and/or best professional practice. They
are traditionally offered by universities and other tertiary educational institutions.

Entry into ISCED level 7 programmes preparing for a second or further degree normally requires
the successful completion of an ISCED level 6 or 7 programme. In the case of long programmes
that prepare for a first degree equivalent to a Master's degree, entry requires the successful
completion of an ISCED level 3 or 4 programme with access to tertiary education. Entry into such
programmes may depend on subject choice and/or grades achieved at ISCED levels 3 and/or 4.
Additionally, it may be required to take and succeed in entry examinations.

12



SCHEMATIC DIAGRAMS

Belgium — French Community
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Belgium — Flemish Community

Bulgaria
Czechia
Denmark
Germany
Estonia
Ireland
Greece
Spain
France
Croatia

Italy

Cyprus
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Hungary
Malta
Netherlands

Austria

14

14
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
20
21
22
22
23
24

13

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovenia

Slovakia

Finland

Sweden

United Kingdom — England
United Kingdom — Wales
United Kingdom — Northern Ireland
United Kingdom — Scotland
Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Switzerland

Iceland

Liechtenstein

Montenegro

North Macedonia

Norway

Serbia

Turkey

24
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
30
30
31
31
32
32
32
33



142

Belgium - French Community

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 100 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22

[ W W]
Etablissement d’ enselgnement secondalre

Ecole maternelle Ecole primaire

Milieu d’accueil collectif

Etablissement d’enseignement secondaire

Etablissement d’enseignement secondaire

Belgium - German-speaking Community

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22

Krippen Kindergarten Primarschule Sekundarschule

(aIIgemeinbildenderitechnischer Ubergangsunterricht)

Sekundarschule (technischer Befahigungsunterricht)

Sekundarschule (berufsbildender Unterricht)

Erganzender Berufsbildender Sekundarunterricht

Note: Krippen starts from 3 months.

Belgium - Flemish Community
Age of students

22

[0} 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
EEEN EEEN [T ] SEEEEEEER IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERSR
(Klnderopvang) (KIeuteronderwus) (Lager onderwus) (Eerste (Algemeen secundair onderwijs)
graad
secundair

Onderwijs) (Kunstsecundair onderwijs)

(Technisch secundair onderwijs)

(Beroepssecundair onderwijs)

(DBSO / Syntra leertijd)

(Secundair-na-Secundair (Se-n-Se))

Programme duration (years)

0 1 2 3 4 5 7
Université / Haute école /
Ecole supérieure des arts
Haute école / Ecole supérieure des arts
BE_fr
Programme duration (years)
[0} 1 2 3 4 5 7
Hochschule
BE_de
Programme duration (years)
[0} 1 2 3 4 5 7
Universiteit
Hogeschool
(Hoger Beroepsonderwijs (HBo5))
BE_nl
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Bulgaria
Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
EENEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENENEEENEEEE B N ED
Detska yasla Detska gradina Natchalno utchilishte  Osnovno Gimnazia
Uchilishte
Grupa za preduchlllshtn_o Profilirana gimnazia
Professionalna gimnazia @
Kolej

Czechia

Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Zafizeni pro péci Matefska Skola  Zakladni skola

o déti do tfi let

Détska skupina

Stredni Skola (VSeobecné obory)

(Odborné obory)

Stredni $kola

R

Konzervator

Secondary general education

= Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible)
] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible)
| Primary education = Single structure [
Allocation to the ISCED levels: ~ [HE W ISCED0 [IEWI ISCED1 [E=EJ ISCED 2
- Compulsory full-time education/training . 1 Additional year
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/-

M ISCED3 CIm ISCED 4

Combined school and workplace courses

Compulsory work experience + its duration

(Nastavbové studium)

(Zkracené studium)

.

Programme duration (years)

0

1

2

3 4 5

Universiteti, Specializirani vischi utchilishta

Koleji

Programme duration (years)

0

1

2

3 4 5

BG

Vysoka Skola

Vyssi odborna skola

Konzervator

Secondary vocational education

Post-secondary non-tertiary education

Tertiary education (full-time)

ISCED 5

=

—>| Years

ISCED6 (TN

Programme being
phased out during (year)

ISCED 7

cz
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Denmark

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Vuggestuer Bgrnehaver Folkeskole / Grundskole
Aldersintegrerede Institutioner VUC / Gymnasium
Institutioner for
erhvervsrettet uddannelse
Germany
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Kindergarten Grundschule nasium

Krippe
EEEEEEEEEESR

Gymnasiale Oberstufe
Schularten mit
drei Bildungsgdngen

Kinder aller Altersgruppen Fachoberschule

Realschule Berufsoberschule

[<B)

S e———
Schularten mit Abendgymnasium / Kolleg
zwei Bildungsgdngen

>
[%)
(Kinder-)Tageseinrichtung fir w
oo
—

Berufsfachschule

T

(Duale Berufsausbildung )
Berufsschule/Betrieb

Hauptschule

Note: Full-time compulsory education/training ends at the age of 18 or 19 depending on the L&nder.

Estonia

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Koolieelne lasteasutus PShikool

(Lapsehoiuteenus)

Kutsedppeasutus

Kutsedppeasutus / Rakenduskdrgkool

Programme duration (years)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Universitet
Professionshgjskole
Erhvervsakademi
DK
Programme duration (years)
o] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Universitat
Kunsthochschule / Musikhochschule
Fachhochschule
Berufsakademie
Verwaltungsfachhochschule
Fachschule / Fachakademie
DE
Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Ulikool
Rakenduskdrgkool .
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Ireland

Age of students Programme duration (years)
o] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 o] 1 2 3 4 5 6
Transition
(Infant classes) Primary schools
m Secondary / Vocational / Comprehensive / Universities
Community Schools and Community Colleges
Settings in ECCE scheme o
(Ear]y years education) Teacher Training CO”egeS
Further Education and Training Providers .
Institutes of Technology and
Other third-level Colleges
Greece
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
AEERER
Nipiagogeio Dimotiko Scholeio Gymnasio Geniko Lykeio Anotato Ekpaideftiko Idryma (AEI)
—»| 2020/21 (1)
Paidikos Stathmos Esperino Gymnasio
—1 2020/21 (1) - ] )
Vrefonipiakos Stathmos Esperino Geniko Lykelo
Epangelmatiko Lykeio (EPAL)
Vrefikos Stathmos
Esperino Epangelmatiko Lykeio
Institouto Epangelmatikis Katartisis (IEK) EL
(1) Programme being phased out between 4 and 5 years old as from 2020/21.
Notes:
1. Law 4521/2018 has established the two-year compulsory pre-primary school (Nipiagogeio). It will be expanded to all municipalities over the span of 3 years.
For school year 2019/20 (second year of its implementation), it will be applied to nearly all municipalities. Meanwhile, Vrefonipiakoi Stathmoi and Paidikoi Stathmoi will continue to accommodate children up to 5 years old.
2. Esperino Geniko Lykeio lasts for 3 years instead of 4 years (Law 4547/2018). However, grade D (year 4) will operate until school year 2019/20.
= Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) = Secondary vocational education
D] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) - Post-secondary non-tertiary education
1 Primary education = Single structure ] Secondary general education = Tertiary education (full-time)
Allocation to the ISCED levels: [ E T ISCED0 [EW] ISCED1 =& ISCED2 [N ISCED3 O™ ISCED4 [CE& ISCED5 [Cmm ISCED6  [ENEN ISCED7
- Compulsory full-time education/training Lo Additional year Combined school and workplace courses 31 Years Programme being
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration phased out during (year)
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Spain

Age of students

Programme duration (years)

3 4 5 6 7

Facultades y escuelas
universitarias

Institutos de Educacién Secundaria (IES)

Centros de ensefianzas deportivas

Conservatorios superiores y escuelas
superiores de ensefianzas artisticas

3 4 5 6 7

ES
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CPGE (1) Grandes Ecoles

Sections de Techniciens Supérieurs (STS)

Instituts Universitaires de Technologie (IUT)

o] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 o] 1 2
Escuelas Infantiles Colegios de Educacion
Primaria (CEP) y
Colegios de Educacion Infantil y
Primaria (CEIP) m
Institutos de Educaciéon Secundaria (IES)
Escuelas de arte Escuelas de arte
Centros de ensefianzas deportivas
Escuelas Oficiales de Idiomas
Conservatorios de Musica y Danza
Note: Escuelas oficiales de idiomas offer language courses that may last for 11 years.
Some of the education provision of Conservatorios can be recognised/validated in full-time mainstream education programmes and contribute to the obtaining of Bachillerato certificate Bachiller artistico.
France
o Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 o] 1 2
[ W | [ |
Ecole maternelle Ecole élémentaire College Lycée général et technologique Universités
Créche Lycée professionnel
Centre de formation d’apprentis m
(Enseignement pré-universitaire :
B Diplébme d’Accés aux Etudes Universitaires;
(1) CPGE: Classes préparatoires aux Grandes Ecoles Dipléme de capacité en droit)
Note:  For 16-18 year olds, compulsory training will come into effect as of September 2020.

FR
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Croatia
Age of students

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Djedji vrtic Osnovna skola

Note: Start of primary education (ISCED 1) depends on child's birthday.
Children born between January and April start primary school in calendar year in which they turn 6; those born from April to December when they are 7 years old.

Italy

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Gimnazija

NN NN N NNNN]
Ustanova za strukovno obrazovanje

Programme duration (years)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Sveudiliste (sveucmsnl Studl]l)

VeleudiliSte/visoka Skola (strucéni studiji)

Ustanova za obrazovanje odraslih

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

[N ]
Nido d‘infanzia  Scuola Scuola primaria Scuola Liceo
dell'infanzia secondaria di
primo grado i 2 ] )
Istituto tecnico / Istituto professionale
Nido d'infanzia is marked as ISCED 0 on the
basis of the law 107/2015, implemented from (Istruzione e formazione professionale - IFP)
school year 2017/18. M
(Istruzione e formazione
tecnica superiore - IFTS)
= Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) =
1 Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) (]
O Primary education = Single structure 1 Secondary general education =
Allocation to the ISCED levels: ~ [HE ISCED0 [EW] ISCED1 =& ISCED2 O ISCED3 OIm ISCED4 [CE &
- Compulsory full-time education/training ] Additional year Combined school and workplace courses
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration

Programme duration (years)

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

HR

(Alta formazione artistica / musicale /
coreutica - AFAM)

Scuola superiore per mediatori linguistici

Istituto tecnico superiore

Secondary vocational education

Post-secondary non-tertiary education

Tertiary education (full-time)
ISCED5 [ = ISCED6 OOIEIM ISCED7
—| Years Programme being

phased out during (year)

IT
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Cyprus

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5

11

12 13

19

Programme duration (years)
20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

EEENNEENNR
Nipiagogeio

Dimotiko Scholeio

Vrefopaidokomikoi Stathmoi

Latvia

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Esperino Gymnasio

Techniki Scholi

Esperini Techniki Scholi

Panepistimia

Metalykeiaka Instituta Epaggelmatikis
Ekpaidefsis kai Katartisis

Programme duration (years)
20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5

[o)]

Dimosies Scholes Tritovathmias Ekpaidefsis

cYy

E
!
;|
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Pirmsskolas izglitibas iestade /
Pirmsskolas izglitibas grupas pie skolam

Pirmsskolas izglitibas iestade
(bérnudarzs)

Lithuania

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4

(6]
(<]
~N
[e)
o
S

Vidusskola

12 13
Pamatskola
12 13

Gimnazija

Profesionalas izglitibas iestade

Augstskola

Augstskola / Koledza

20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Pradiné mokykla /
Progimnazija /
Pagrindiné mokykla

Ikimokyklinio ugdymo mokykla

Note:

Progimnazija

Gimnazija

Pagrindiné mokykla

——

Profesiné mokykla

Gimnazija might cover primary education programme (ISCED 1) and basic educational programmes.

LV
Programme duration (years)
7
Universitetas
Kolegija
LT




¥4

Luxembourg
Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
| Ecole fondamentale Lycée classique

Ser\{lces d'educatlon Lycée général

et d’accueil pour

enfants

(Formation professionnelle)
(Brevet de maitrise)

Note: Luxembourg has developed a diversified school offer to meet the profiles of a very diverse student population.

]
=

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5

(Enseignement supérieur / universitaire)

(Brevet de technicien supérieur)

In addition to the main regular Luxembourgish school system, Luxembourg has 3 international schools streams, namely Enseignement germano-luxembourgeois, Enseignement européen and Enseignement britannique.

Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible)

Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible)

Primary education =

Allocation to the ISCED levels: [ EH] ISCED 0

Compulsory full-time education/training

Compulsory part-time education/training

Single structure

N

ISCED1 [

Additional year
Study abroad

(I

Secondary general education

ISCED 2
-In/-

M ISCED3 O™ ISCED 4

Combined school and workplace courses

Compulsory work experience + its duration

.

Secondary vocational education
Post-secondary non-tertiary education
Tertiary education (full-time)

ISCED5 [Cmm ISCED6 (TN

Programme being

=¥ Years phased out during (year)

ISCED 7

LU
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Hungary
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Bolcséde Ovoda Gimnazium
Gimnazium |
Szakgimnazium Egyetem / FGiskola
e ETEEEE 0
(Duadlis képzés) (Erettségi vizsgara D
felkészits évfolyam) g
S
(D~
(K6znevelési Hidprogram) g.
~
=3
(Szakképzési Hidprogram) o HU
Note: Students can follow the Kéznevelési Hidprogram after the grade 8 in case they do not have the admission certificate to access ISCED 3 programmes.
In order to follow Szakképzési Hidprogram, students must have at least completed grade 6, but must be older than 15.
N
N Malta
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Childcare Kindergarten Primary schools Junior College /
Centres [ EEEEE ]
schools Higher secondary schools
Secondary
schools University
S
Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)
Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)
Malta College of Arts, Malta College of Arts,
Science and Technology (MCAST) Science and Technology (MCAST) MT
Note: To emphasise the possibility of one continuous pathway between different levels, the Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology (MCAST) has introduced three colleges during 2016:

the Foundation College, the Technical College and the University College.
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Netherlands

Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Voorschoolse Basisonderwijs Voorgezet onderwijs (VWO) WO (bachelor master

educatie

en kinderopvang Voorgezet onderwijs (HAVO) HBO (bachelor) (master)
Voorgezet onderwijs HBO (associate degree)

(VMBO)
(Specialistenopleiding)

MBO (Middenkaderopleiding)

(Specialistenopleiding)
MBO (Vakopleiding)

MBO (Basisberoepsopleiding)

MBO (Entreeopleiding)

Praktijkonderwijs

Note: At 16, students who have not obtained a basic qualification (Startkwalificatie) have to continue their education/training until they turn 18 or get a senior general secondary (HAVO) or
pre-university (VWO) or VET (at least MBO 2) diploma.

= Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) = Secondary vocational education
D] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) - Post-secondary non-tertiary education
O Primary education = Single structure 1 Secondary general education = Tertiary education (full-time)

Allocation to the ISCED levels: ~ [H T ISCED0 [(HE W] ISCED1 [ ISCED2 [N ISCED3 CIm ISCED4 [EH@ ISCED5 [ m ISCED6  (OIEIN ISCED7

- Compulsory full-time education/training f | Additional year Combined school and workplace courses o1 Vears Programme being
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration phased out during (year)
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Austria
Age of students

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Programme duration (years)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 ) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Kindergarten/Alterserweiterte Volksschule

Bildungseinrichtung

Kinderkrippe Neue Mittelschule

L]
Polytechnische Schule

(Ausbildungen des Gesundheitswesens)

Note: Berufshildende Hohere Schulen offer education programmes lasting 5 years:
the first three years are classified as ISCED level 3 while the last two years belong to ISCED level 5.
Poland

Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

[ I T T T NN NN NN NENNNN]
Allgemeinbildende H6here Schule

IS EEEEEEEEEEEEESR
Oberstufenrealgymnasium

Berufsbildende Mittlere Schule

Berufsbildende Hohere Schule

Fachhochschule

S EEEEEEEEEEENES
Berufsschule und Lehre

Padagogische Hochschule

(Postgraduaier iehrgang)

Berufsbildende Hohere Schule

Werkmeister-, Meister-,
Bauhandwerkerschulen

Kollegs

(Lehrgang an

(tertidrer) Bildungseinrichtung) AT
Programme duration (years)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Ztobek /

Klub dzieciecy Szkota podstawowa

Przedszkole /
Oddziat przedszkolny w

szkole podstawowej /
Punkt przedszkolny /

Zespot wychowania
przedszkolnego
Main changes

1. From 2019/20 school year, those students who have graduated from 8-year szkofa podstawowa
(single structure education covering both ISCED 1 and 2) enter upper secondary education at the
age 15.

2. From 2019/20 school year, new types of upper secondary schools (4-year liceum ogélnoksztatcace,

5-year technikum) are operational. 'Old type' programmes for graduates of phased out gymnasia
still operate in liceum ogélnoksztatcace up to the year 2021/22 and in technikum — up to the year
2022/23.

3. From September 2020, 2-year szkofa branzowa Il stopnia (upper secondary school) will be
operational.

Note:

| BB |
—| 2022

Liceum ogolnoksztatcace

1 o R

Technikum

Uczelnia

Kolegium Pracownikéw
Stuzb Spotecznych (KPSS)

2 0 e

Szkotfa branzowa I stopnia

PL
Szkoty policealne

Major changes at different education levels gradually take place between 1 September 2017 and the school year 2022/23 (Act of 14 December 2016 'Law on School Education’ and an Act 'Legislation introducing the Act — Law on School Education’).
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Portugal

Age of students
0 1

2 3 4

11

12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21

22

Creche

Note:

Jardim de

infancia

(Ensino basico)

(Ensino basico)

Agrupamentos de Escolas

(Ensino secundario)
(Cursos cientifico-humanisticos)
Escolas Secundarias

(Cursos artisticos especializados)
Escolas Artisticas/Escolas Secundarias/Agrupamentos de Escolas

(Cursos profissionais)

Escolas Profissionais/Escolas Secundarias/Agrupamentos de Escolas

(Cursos de especializagdo tecnoldgica)

Escolas Secundarias/Centros de Formagao Profissional

Agrupamentos de Escolas (School Clusters) are organisational units that can encompass several schools and learning cycles, from kindergarten to upper secondary education.

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(Ensino universitario)
Universidades/Faculdades/Institutos
Superiores Universitarios

(Ensino politécnico)
Institutos Politécnicos/Escolas Superiores

The institutions in the diagram are examples of some of the learning spaces where each type of education is offered; the diagram does not indicate all educational institutions existing in the Portuguese system.

Romania
Age of students

0 1

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21

22

=
]
=

Allocation to the ISCED levels:

Gradinita

Scoala primara

Scoala profesionalda/Scoala profesionala in sistem dual

Liceu filiera Teoretica /
Liceu filiera Vocationala /
Liceu filiera Tehnologica

Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible)

Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible)

Primary education

[NEW

Compulsory full-time education/training
Compulsory part-time education/training

ISCED 0

-

Single structure
i ¥ i ISCED 1
" "1 Additional year
Study abroad

[

Secondary general education

ISCED2 [N ISCED3 O™ ISCED 4
Combined school and workplace courses
-In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration

.

Scoala postliceala

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

PT

Universitate

RO
Secondary vocational education
Post-secondary non-tertiary education
Tertiary education (full-time)
ISCED5 [ m ISCED6 OOEIM ISCED7
—>1 Years Programme being

phased out during (year)
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Slovenia
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Vrtec Osnovna Sola Gimnazija
) E IENNNNNNNNNNN]
Univerza / VisokosSolski zavod
Visja strokovna Sola
Srednja poklicna in strokovna $ola SI

Slovakia
Age of students Programme duration (years)
o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Detské jasle Materska skola Zakladna skola
IAERENENENNNNRERRNRRD
LN

Gymnazium

18
Un|ver2|ta / Vysoka skola

Stredna odborna 3kola Stredna odborna Skola

s s e

Stredna Sportova skola

e o .

Konzervatérium Konzervatérium
Finland
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Paivakoti - Daghem (*)  Peruskoulu - Grundskola

[ 1]
Yliopisto / Korkeakoulu - Unlver5|tet / Hogskola

o [

Ammattikorkeakoulu - Yrkeshdégskola

Lukio - Gymnasium
(*) Esikoulu - Forskola Y

Ammattikoulu - Yrkesskola

(Ammattitutkinto - Yrkesexamen)

(Erikoisammattitutkinto — Specialyrkesexamen) FI
Note: Students can joint ISCED 4 programmes at different ages.
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Sweden
Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Forskola Grundskola
skole- Gymnasieskola
Klass
Kommunal vuxenutbildning / folkhégskola

United Kingdom - England
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Early Years Foundation Stage Key stage 1 Key stage 2

Primary schools / Primary schools Secondary schools
Nursery schools /
Voluntary settings /

Private settings

Secondary schools /
Further education institutions

(Access courses)
Further / Higher education institutions

[ Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible)
D] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible)
-] Primary education - Single structure I:l Secondary general education
Allocation to the ISCED levels: [ ISCED0 [EW] ISCED1 [C=& ISCED2 [OIEW] ISCED3 [CIm ISCED 4
- Compulsory full-time education/training L Additional year Combined school and workplace courses
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration

. .

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Universitet / Hogskola

Yrkeshdgskola
SE

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Higher / Further education institutions

UK_ENG
Secondary vocational education
Post-secondary non-tertiary education
Tertiary education (full-time)
ISCED5 [ m ISCED6 OOEIN ISCED7
—>1 Years Programme being

phased out during (year)
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United Kingdom - Wales

Age of students

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Primary schools / Primary schools Secondary schools
Nursery schools / ' ' " L] hool
Voluntary settings / econdary schoo s_/ o
Private settings Further education institutions
Further education institutions
(Access courses)
Further / Higher education institutions
United Kingdom - Northern Ireland
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Primary schools / Primary schools Secondary schools TIEIEYT
Nursery schools /
Voluntary settings / Secondary schools /
Private settings Further education institutions
(1) Pre-school education
(Access courses)
Further / Higher education institutions
United Kingdom - Scotland
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Secondary |schools

Primary schools

Early Learning and
Childcare centres

Further education institutions E

(Access courses)
Further / Higher education institutions

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Higher / Further education institutions

UK_WLS

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5

o)}
~N

Higher / Further education institutions

UK_NIR

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5

)]
~N

(Honours degree) (Masters)
Higher / Further education institutions

(Ordinary degree)
Higher / Further education institutions

(Higher National Certificate/
Higher National Diploma) UK_sCT

Higher / Further education institutions
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Albania

Age of students
0 1 2 3 4

(EE NN NN NN NN NNNUNNRNRNNNRRRRNNRRRRNI O P D O O O INNNNNNNNNNN]
Shkollé 9 Shkollé e mesme e pérgjithshme

Cerdhe Kopshte Shkollé 9 vjegare
(Arsim (Arsimi (Arsimi vjegare (Arsimi (Arsimi I mesém 1
parashkollor) parashkollor) bazé) i mesém i ulét)

Shkollé e mesme e Orientuar (Arsimi i mesém i orientuar)

Shkollé e mesme profesionale (Arsimi i mesém profesional)

Shkollé e mesme profesionale (Profesional bazé)

Shkollé e mesme profesionale (Profesional I profilizuar)

Shkollé e mesme profesionale (Teknik/menaxher)

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Age of students

L IEEENEEENENNNENER
Osnovna Skola Gimnazija / Umjetnicka skola /

Predskolske institucije

(Predskolsko obrazovanje Vjerska skola

(jedinstveno osnovno obrazovanje)

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4

(6]
(<))
~N

Universiteti

Akademia

Kolegjet universitare

Kolegjet profesionale té larta

3
=

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4

v
[<)]
~

i vaspitanje) m Univerzitet / Visoke Skole / Fakulteti
Srednja strucna skola sa specijalizacijom
PO
Trogodisnje srednje struéne $kole Skola za VKV radnike BA

Note: Education between 5 and 6 is only compulsory on a part-time basis in the Federation of BiH and the Brcko District but it is implemented in the Republika Srpska on the same basis, although it is not mandatory.
[ Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) = Secondary vocational education
D] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) - Post-secondary non-tertiary education
O Primary education = Single structure 1 Secondary general education - Tertiary education (full-time)

Allocation to the ISCED levels: ~ [H T ISCED0 (W] ISCED1 =& ISCED2 [N ISCED3 CIm ISCED4 [F @

- Compulsory full-time education/training L Additional year Combined school and workplace courses

Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration

Compulsory part-time education/training

ISCED5 [ m ISCED6  (IEIN ISCED7

Programme being

= Years o ased out during (year)
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Switzerland
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11

12

13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

[1] Kindertagesstatten [2]

(1]
(2]

[3] Primarschule
Kindergarten

créches — nidi d'infanzia
école enfantine — scuola dell'infanzia

[4] (Sekun-

[5) (Briickenangebote)

darstufe I)

[6] Gymnasiale Maturitatsschulen

[7] Fachmittelschulen [8] (Fachmaturitdt)

[9] (Berufliche Grundbildung)

[10] (Berufsmaturitat)

hautes écoles spécialisées — scuole universitarie professionali / hautes écoles pédagogiques — alte scuole pedagogiche

(3) école primaire — scuola elementare

(4) (secondaire I) — (secondario )

[5] (offres transitoires) — (formazioni transitorie)

[6] écoles de maturité générale — scuole di maturita

[7] écoles de culture générale — scuole specializzate

[8] (maturité spécialisée) — (maturita specializzata)

(9] (formation professionneiie initiaie) — (formazione professionaie di base)

[10]  (maturité professionnelle] — (maturita professionale)

[11]  hautes écoles universitaires — universita

[12]

[13]  écoles supérieures — scuole specializzate superiori

(14) (examens professionnels) — (esami di professione)

(15) (examens professionnels supérieurs) — (esami professionali superiori)
Note: In most cantons, compulsory education starts at age 4 (in a few at ages 5 or 6).
Iceland
Age of students
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Leikskoli

Grunnskoli

Framhaldsskoli

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

11] Universitdre Hochschulen

12] Fachhochschulen / Padagogische Hochsch

[13] Hbhere Fachschulen

— 22

[14] (Berufsprifungen)

—/ 24

[15] (Hohere Fachprifungen)

CH

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Haskoli

IS
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Liechtenstein

Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

| |
Kindertagesstdtte Kindergarten

Oberschule / Realschule (Briickenangebote) Hochschulen

(>>>>>>

Universitaten / Fachhochschulen /

Pddagogische Hochschulen /
Berufsmaturitdtsschule Hohere Fachschulen /

Primarschule

Gymnasiale Maturidtsschule

Berufliche Grundbildung

[>>>F>55> >
Fachschulen / Fachmittelschulen

Note: Students in vocational education and the majority of students in higher education attend educational institutions in Switzerland.

Montenegro

Age of students Programme duration (years)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

LI

Predskolsko vaspitanje i Osnovna Skola

obrazovanje

Univerzitet / Akademija / Fakulteti /
Visoka Skola

Srednja strucna skola

Note: Starting from the academic year 2017/18, public HEIs started enrolling perspective undergraduate students in 3+2(+3) (undergraduate + master + PhD) study programmes (private institutions no later than in 2020/21).
All HEIs will harmonize their study programmes by the end of 2019/20 academic year.

Vise stru¢no obrazovanje

= Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) = Secondary vocational education
D] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) - Post-secondary non-tertiary education
1 Primary education = Single structure ] Secondary general education = Tertiary education (full-time)

Allocation to the ISCED levels: ~ [H T ISCED0 [ ISCED1 =& ISCED2 [ ISCED3 O™ ISCED4 [CE@ ISCED5 [Cmm ISCED6 OOEIN ISCED7

L Compulsory full-time education/training ] Additional year Combined school and workplace courses o1 Years Programme being
Compulsory part-ime education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration phased out during (year)

ME
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North Macedonia

Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Detska gradinka i jasli Osnovno uchilishte

Univerzitet

Post-sredno, :
netercijalno Pedagoshki fakultet

Sredno struchno obrazovanie m
MK

uchilishte
Visoka struchna shkola

Note: The leaving age for compulsory education may vary from 17 to 19 years and 6 months depending on the type of programme. The lowest leaving age (17) applies to students attending the two years vocational programme (strucno
osposobuvanje) while the ending age of 18 applies to those attending the three years vocational programme (strucno obrazovanie za zanimanja). The highest leaving age of 19 years and 6 months applies to students attending general
secondary education (gimnazisko obrazovanie) or a four years programme of vocational education (chetirigodishno struchno obrazovanie).

Norway
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Barnehage Grunnskole

Videregaende opplaering

Fagskole
Serbia
Age of students Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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Gimnazija / Umetnicka skola / Univerzitet / Visoka $kola strukovnih studija /
MesSovita Skola Visoka skola / Akademija strukovnih studija

Cetvoroiodién!'a srednia stru¢na skola

Trogodis$nja srednja stru¢na Skola sa
specijalizacijom RS

Predskolska ustanova Osnovna skola




Turkey

Age of students

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Kres Bagimsiz Ilkokul Ortaokul / Anadolu Lisesi / Fen Lisesi
Ana Okulu Imam Hatip Gulzel Sanatlar Lisesi / Spor Lisesi
Ortaokulu
Ana siniflari Sosyal Bilimler Lisesi
Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu Lisesi /
Mesleki ve Teknik Egitim Merkezi /
Gok Programli Anadolu Lisesi /
Anadolu Imam Hatip Lisesi
Glzel Sanatlar Lisesi
Spor Lisesi
-I Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is not responsible) -
] Early childhood education and care (for which the Ministry of Education is responsible) |
w
w0 O Primary education = Single structure Secondary general education =
Allocation to the ISCED levels:  [HE ] ISCED0 [EW ISCED1 =& ISCED2 [N ISCED3 [T m ISCED4 [E @
- Compulsory full-time education/training f | Additional year Combined school and workplace courses
Compulsory part-time education/training Study abroad -In/- Compulsory work experience + its duration

Programme duration (years)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Universite
Meslek Yuksek (Yiksek Lisans)
Okulu Enstitu
Secondary vocational education
Post-secondary non-tertiary education
Tertiary education (full-time)
ISCED5 [ = ISCED6 (IEIN ISCED7
Programme being
—¥1 Years phased out during (year)

TR
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The Structure of the European Education Systems 2019/20: Schematic Diagrams
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Eurydice-Informationsstelle des Bundes

Deutsches Zentrum fiir Luft- und Raumfahrt e. V. (DLR)
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This report provides information on the structure of mainstream European
education systems, from pre-primary to tertiary level for the 2019/20 school and
academic year. It includes national schematic diagrams and a guide to reading the
diagrams. It also contains a map visually showing the main organisational models of
primary and lower secondary education in Europe: 'single structured education’,
‘common core curriculum provision' and 'differentiated lower secondary education'.
The information is available for 43 European education systems covering
38 countries participating in the EU's Erasmus+ programme.

The report's content is in line with the Eurydice Network's task: understand and
explain how Europe's different education systems are organised and how they work.

The Eurydice network’s task is to understand and explain how Europe’s different
education systems are organised and how they work. The network provides
descriptions of national education systems, comparative studies devoted to specific
topics, indicators and statistics. All Eurydice publications are available free of charge
on the Eurydice website or in print upon request. Through its work, Eurydice aims to
promote  understanding, cooperation, trust and mobility at European and
international levels. The network consists of national units located in European
countries and is coordinated by the EU Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive
Agency. For more information about Eurydice, see http://ec.europa.eu/eurydice.
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