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AUSTRIA

Type of programme: Public universities

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

1 October 2015

Teaching activities and holiday periods

The academic year consists of the winter
semester, the summer semester and the periods
during which no courses are held. (The so-called
‘lecture-free’ time is comparable to the summer
holidays of schools.)

Christmas (2 weeks), semester  holidays
(February), Easter (2 weeks); summer holidays
(July to September); no more detailed information
available. All holiday periods are set by the
university’s senate.

Examinations

No centrally set dates but most of examinations
are carried out in January, March, June and
October.

End of the academic year

30 September 2016

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

26 October 2015
1 November 2015
8 December 2015
25-26 December 2015
1 January 2016

6 January 2016
28 March 2016

1 May 2016

5 May 2016

16 May 2016

26 May 2016

15 August 2016

Number of periods of teaching activity: 2

Length of periods: about 4 months winter
semester, about 4 months summer semester.




AUSTRIA (CONTINUED)

Type of programme: Fachhochschulen (universities of applied science): bachelor-

programmes, master-programmes

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

Institutions are autonomous. Starts generally
between 1 September and 10 October.

Teaching activity and holidays

All periods of teaching activity and holidays are
fixed by the institutions. Usually teaching
activities last 15-20 weeks (mostly 15 weeks for
full-time programmes, 18-20 weeks mainly for
part-time programmes).

Usually there are: Christmas holidays (around
2 weeks), Easter holidays (1-2 weeks) and the
periods between the semesters.

Examinations

Institutions are free to fix examination dates.

End of the academic year

Institutions are autonomous. The academic
year usually ends at the date the new one
begins.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

26 October 2015
1 November 2015
8 December 2015
25-26 December 2015
1 January 2016

6 January 2016
28 March 2016

1 May 2016

5 May 2016

16 May 2016

26 May 2016

15 August 2016

Number of periods of teaching activity: 2

Length of semesters is fixed by institutions
autonomously.

The University of Applied Studies Act does not
state details on ‘semesters’.

Winter semester: between 4 and 6 months
Summer semester: between 4 and 6 months




AUSTRIA (CONTINUED)

Type of programme: Pddagogische Hochschulen (university colleges of teacher education):

bachelor-programmes

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

1 October 2015

Teaching activity and holidays

The academic year consists of the winter
semester, the summer semester and the
periods during which courses are not held (so-
called ‘lecture-free’ time; §2 (1) Hochschul-
Zeitverordnung).

The study commission may state that — due to
organisational reasons — studies, examinations
and traineeship (Praktikum) have to take place
also during the lecture-free time (see § 3 (2)
Hochschul-Zeitverordnung).

Examinations

Examinations and traineeship (Praktikum) have
to take place generally during the winter
semester or during the summer semester.

Necessary examinations may also be arranged
during the lecture-free time (on decision of the
respective study commission; see §3(2)
Hochschul-Zeitverordnung).

End of the academic year

30 September 2016

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

Christmas: about 2 weeks, semester holidays:
1 week, Easter (Saturday before Palm Sunday
until Tuesday after Easter); summer holidays
(1 July-30 September 2016).

There is a certain amount of autonomy in
deciding upon the lecture-free time (For
example: semester holidays may be the 1st;
2nd or 3rd week of February; set by the
respective study commission.

Number of periods of teaching activity: 2

Winter semester: 4 months
Summer semester: 5 months




BELGIUM — FLEMISH COMMUNITY

Type of programme: All types

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education

2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

At the earliest 1 September and at the latest
1 October. Occurs generally between
mid-September and 1 October.

Teaching activities (1st semester)

From the beginning of the academic year until the
end of the week before the Christmas holidays.

- Academic year 2015/16:
until Saturday 19 December 2015

Holidays

Two weeks around Christmas and New Year.

- Academic year 2015-16:
from Monday 21 December 2015 until
Sunday 3 January 2016.

Examinations

3-4 weeks in January

- Examinations academic year 2015-16:
from Monday 4 January 2016 until
Saturday 30 January 2016

Followed by one week without class between the
first and the second semester

- Class-free week academic year 2015/16:
from Monday 1 February 2016 until
Sunday 7 February 2016

Teaching activities (2" semester)

From the beginning of February until the end of the
3rd or 4th week of May.

- Academic year 2015/16:
from Monday 8 February 2016 until
Saturday 21 May 2016.
There is an Easter holiday break of two weeks.
- Academic year 2015/16:

from Monday 28 March 2016 until
Sunday 10 April 2016

Examinations

Last week of May until the end of the last week of
June or the 1st week of July

- Academic year 2015/16:
from Monday 23 May 2016 until
Saturday 2 July 2016

Holidays

From the beginning (1st or 2nd week) of July until
the start of the subsequent academic year

- Start holidays academic year 2015/16:
Monday 4 July 2016




BELGIUM — FLEMISH COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

Examinations

From mid-August until the end of the third week of
September

- Academic year 2015/16:
from Tuesday 16 August 2016 until
Saturday 17 September 2016

End of the academic year

The day before the start of the new academic year.
For most students the academic year ends de facto
after the last examination.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

1 and 2 November 2015 (All Saints' Day)
11 November 2015 (Armistice Day)

28 March 2016 (Easter Monday)

1 May 2016 (Labour Day)

5-6 May 2016 (Ascension Day)

16 May 2016 (Whit Monday)

11 July 2016 (Flemish Holiday)

21 July 2016 (National Holiday)

15 August 2016 (Assumption Day)

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals:
Teaching activities last 13 weeks

Additional notes:

Students are able to choose their personal learning paths. They can opt for a traditional route of circa
60 ECTS credits a year or for an individual route. When registering, each student gets to choose among

three types of study contracts:

(1) A degree contract: the student wants to obtain a bachelor's or a master's diploma;

(2) A credit contract the student wants to obtain credits for one or more individual courses;

(3) An examinations contract: the student wants to obtain a degree or independent credits, based
exclusively on examinations (without participation in class activities).




BELGIUM — FRENCH COMMUNITY

Type of programme: All programmes (ISCED 5A, 5B and 6)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education

2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

The legal act of 7 November 2013 fixes annually the
beginning and end of each four-month term.

The academic year is a one-year period beginning on
14 September 2015.

In practice, teaching activities begin around
14 September in most institutions. In order to
encourage student and staff mobility within the
French Community, the government may lay down
further conditions when determining this academic
calendar.

(Relative) institutional autonomy

Teaching activity and holidays

The first term starts on 14 September 2015; the
second on 1 February 2016; the third on 1 July 2016.

The two first terms include at least 12 weeks of
teaching activity.

Teaching activity starts on the first Monday of the
term.

For purposes of curricular organisation, each of the
three four-month terms includes assessment and
holiday periods.

Institutional autonomy

Examinations

Curricular  activities leading to an academic
qualification in the first or second cycle are spread
over the first two four-month terms in the academic
year (with the exception of certain forms of
assessment or professional integration activity). Each
of these first two terms involves at least 12 weeks of
activity and may not exceed four months. A period of
assessment occurs at the end of each term.

The third term includes assessment periods (as well
as professional integration or personal project
activity).

Institutional autonomy

End of the academic year

13 September of the next year

Holidays

Winter holidays: 21 December 2015 — 1 January 2016
Spring holidays: 28 March — 8 April 2016
Summer holidays: 7 weeks after the first session




BELGIUM — FRENCH COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education

2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious
holidays)

Legal public holidays for the 2015/16 academic year
are:

2 November 2015 (All Saints' Day)

11 November 2015 (1918 Armistice Day)

28 March 2016 (Easter)

5 May 2016 (Ascension Day)

16 May 2016 (Pentecost)

The authorities of higher education institutions may
determine additional holidays.

Teaching and assessment activiies except
professional induction, excursions, visits and

internships do not take place on Sundays nor official
public holidays.

If public holidays fall on a Saturday or a Sunday, no
replacement is foreseen.

Number of intervals: 3

Length of intervals: no longer than 4 months (each of
the first two four-month terms involves at least
12 weeks of activity and is no longer than four
months).

As regards the number of intervals, it should be noted
that examinations may have been marked and
passed at the end of the first two terms, in which case
students will have completed their academic year.




BELGIUM — GERMAN-SPEAKING COMMUNITY

Type of programme: ISCED 6

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations / end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

First semester

Beginning of the academic year

2 September 2015

The relevant legislation states that the
government fixes the date of the beginning of
the academic year between 1 September
and 15 September.

Teaching activity

2 September — 30 October 2015

Autumn holiday

2-6 November 2015

Teaching activity

9 November — 18 December 2015

Christmas holiday

21 December 2015 — 1 January 2016

Examinations

4-8 January 2016

Second semester

Teaching activity

11 January — 5 February 2016

Carnival holiday

8-12 February 2016

Teaching activity

15 February — 25 March 2016

Easter holiday

28 March — 8 April 2016

Teaching activity

11 April — 27 May 2016

Lecture free period

30 May — 3 June 2016

Examinations

6-24 June 2016

End of the academic year

The relevant legislation states that the
government fixes the end of the academic
year on the first Friday in July at the latest.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

11 November 2015

15 November 2015 (Sunday)
1 May 2016 (Sunday)

5 May 2016

16 May 2016

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals:

September to mid-January
Mid-January to the end of June




BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Type of programme: ISCED 6)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year 5 October 2015

Teaching activity 5 October — 31 December 2015
Winter holidays 4-15 January 2016
Examinations 18 January — 15 February 2016
Teaching activity 29 February — 10 June 2016
Examinations 1-30 April 2016

Examinations 13 June — 15 July 2016
Summer holidays 15 July — 22 August 2016

22 August — 30 September 2016

Examinations
Xaminat 1-15 October 2016 (extra term)

End of the academic year 30 September 2016

Republic holidays:

25 November 2015 — Statehood Day (celebrated in
the Federation of BiH)

1-2 January 2016 — New Year

Public holidays 1-2 May 2016 — International Labour Day

(occasional/national/religious holidays)
Religious holidays:

25 December 2015 (Catholic Christmas)
25 and 28 March 2016 (Catholic Easter)
29 April and 2 May 2016 (Orthodox Easter)

Number of intervals: 2 (semesters)

Additional notes

Religious holidays are celebrated depending on the religious community. Holidays which are dated on
non-working days are not taken into account.




BULGARIA

Type of programme: All types and programmes

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education 2015/16

Type of information (beginning of
the academic year / teaching
activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

1 October is assumed as the official start of the new
academic year. However, due to the autonomy of
higher education institutions (HEIs), starting dates
vary from one institution to another.

Teaching activity and holidays

The academic year consists of two semesters
(winter and summer). However, the length of
teaching activity (lectures and practical trainings)
differs from one HEI| to another due to their
autonomy.

Examinations dates, holidays (other than the
officially announced public and religious holidays)
are determined at institutional level.

Examinations

The examination dates are determined at
institutional level, however, they are usually
scheduled within the period starting from mid-
January to mid-February at the latest (end of the
winter semester), and within the period from mid-
June to mid-July.

Students who fail to take or pass an exam on the
date within the indicated period, are supposed to
take/re-take the exam usually in early September.

End of the academic year

HEls are autonomous. The academic year generally
ends between end-June and mid-July.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

Certain dates are regarded as official holidays
(religious, national, public):

22 September 2015
1 November 2015
24 December 2015
3 March 2016

1 May 2016

6 May 2016

24-25 May 2016

Students have a break for about 2 weeks for
Christmas and Easter holidays. Each HEI celebrates
the day of its patron, on which teaching activity is
not carried out.

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals: 15-16 weeks on average of
teaching activity




CROATIA

Type of programme: ISCED 5-7

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / Dates
examinations /
end of the academic year)

Beginning of the academic year 1 October 2015

Teaching activity 5 October — 24 December 2015
Winter holidays 24 December 2015 — 6 January 2016
Teaching activity 4-31 January 2016

Examinations 1-28 February 2016

Teaching activity 29 February — 12 June 2015
Examinations 13 June — 10 July 2016

Summer holidays 11 July — 19 August 2016
Examinations resits 29 August — 9 September 2016

End of the academic year 30 September 2016

8 October 2015 (Independence Day)

Public holidays 28 March 2016 (Easter Monday)
(occasional /national/religious holidays) 26 May 2016 (Corpus Christi)

22 June 2016 (Antifascist resistance Day)

Number of intervals: 2 (semesters)

Additional notes:

Although different universities in Croatia (eight in total) — and individual faculties and schools
in some universities — are fully autonomous in deciding on their own individual academic
calendar, the calendar provided above is the actual calendar for largest Croatian university,
University of Zagreb, and is the most common template.

The academic year, along with the teaching activity in the first (‘winter’) semester, generally
starts at the end of the September or beginning of October. All faculties traditionally have a
two-week Christmas and New Year break in the last week of December and first week of
January. After this break, the teaching activity of the first semester is resumed and it goes on
until late January. The winter exam session generally takes place between the end of January
and mid- or end of February. Teaching activity in the second (‘summer’) semester begins in
late February and lasts until late May of early June. The summer exam session takes place
from mid-June to mid-July, followed by a summer break until late August, when the autumn
exam session is scheduled. It ends mid or late September.




CYPRUS

Type of programme: University level (public universities)

1. University of Cyprus (UCY)
2. Open University of Cyprus (OUC) *
3. Cyprus University of Technology (CUT)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information (beginning of the Dates
academic year / teaching activity /
holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Beginning of the academic year Public universities in Cyprus are autonomous as regards to their modus
operandi and their schedules are determined by the universities
themselves. The beginning of the academic year usually occurs between
1 and 15 September. (In the academic year 2015/16, at the UCY and
CUT, classes start on 7 September, whereas OUC'’s first student-tutor
communication takes place in the first week of October.)

Teaching activity and vacation periods Public universities determine all periods of teaching activity and holidays.
Holiday periods at public universities will take place as follows:

24 December 2015 — 10 January 2016 (Christmas, at the end of the
autumn semester)

25 April — 8 May 2016 (Easter, before the end of the spring semester)
Summer session (if it is offered) starts in early June and lasts for
7 weeks.

Examinations Final examinations’ periods and schedule are determined by the
universities themselves whereas midterm examination dates may be set
by faculty or faculty and students jointly. Only final examination periods
appear on the academic calendar and these occur at the end of each
semester.

Final examination periods in both UCY and CUT in 2015/16 will be as
follows:

9-23 December 2015 for autumn semester

9-23 May 2016 for spring semester

20-24 July 2016 for summer session (if offered).

In OUC final examinations will take place in June 2016.

End of the academic year The academic year traditionally ends at the end of July for all
universities.

Public holidays 1 October 2015 (National Holiday)

(occasional/national/religious holidays) 28 October 2015 (National Holiday)

24-26 December 2015 (Christmas Holidays)
1 January 2016 (New Year’s Day)

6 January 2016 (Epiphany Day)

14 March 2016 (Beginning of Lent)

25 March 2016 (National Day)

1 April 2016 (National Day)

29 April 2016 (Good Friday)

1 May 2016 (Easter Day and Labour Day)

2 May 2016 (Easter Monday)

20 June 2016 (Holy Spirit Monday)

Number of intervals: 2 Length of intervals: Semesters

* Additional note: Please note that the Open University of Cyprus is an open type university and students study at their own
pace and time via long distance methods. Due to the non-traditional nature of the university its academic calendar may
slightly vary from that of other university institutions in Cyprus.



CYPRUS (continued)

Type of programme: University level (private universities)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education

2015/16

Type of information (beginning of the
academic year / teaching activity /
holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates

Beginning of the academic year

Private universities in Cyprus are autonomous as regards to their
modus operandi and their schedules are determined by the
universities themselves. The beginning of the academic year usually
occurs between 15 and 30 September. Classes start in the end of
September or early October.

Teaching activity and vacation periods

Universities determine all periods of teaching activity and holidays.
Holiday periods at private universities will take place as follows:
Around 23 December 2015 — 6 January 2016 (Christmas)

Around 25 April — 8 May 2016 (Easter)

Summer session starts in early June and lasts for 7 weeks.

Some universities may offer summer session |l which starts mid-July
and lasts for 6 weeks.

Examinations

Final examinations’ periods and schedule are determined by the
universities themselves whereas midterm examination dates may be
set by faculty or faculty and students jointly. Final examination
periods at private universities occur at the end of each semester:
after the Christmas vacation for the first semester and the last
fortnight of May for the spring semester. For summer session,
examination period occurs between 18 and 22 July 2016.

End of the academic year

The academic year traditionally ends at the end of July for all
universities.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

1 October 2015 (National Holiday)

28 October 2015 (National Holiday)

24-26 December 2015 (Christmas Holidays)
1 January 2016 (New Year's Day)

6 January 2016 (Epiphany Day)

14 March 2016 (Beginning of Lent)

25 March 2016 (National Day)

1 April 2016 (National Day)

29 April 2016 (Good Friday)

1 May 2016 (Easter Day and Labour Day)
2 May 2016 (Easter Monday)

20 June 2016 (Holy Spirit Monday)

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals: Semesters

Additional note:

Please note that the dates in the academic calendar for each institution may vary slightly depending on the institution.




CYPRUS (continued)

Type of programme: Non-university level (public and private institutions of higher education)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information (beginning of the Dates
academic year / teaching activity /
holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)
Beginning of the academic year The beginning of the academic year usually occurs in September.
Classes start at the beginning or at the end of the month or early

October, depending on the institutions which are obliged to include
their academic calendar in their internal regulation.

Teaching activity First academic semester: it is required that classes start in
September or within the first two weeks of October and continue
until the end of December or mid January.

Second academic semester: it is required that classes start within
the last two weeks of January or within the first fortnight of
February and finish in the end of May or beginning of June.

Summer session (Intensive courses): Starts mid-June and lasts for
7 to 9 weeks.

Vacation Periods Vacation periods occur at the end of the autumn semester for
Christmas (usually a 2-week holiday), and before the end of the
spring semester for Easter (usually a 2-week holiday). Vacation
periods may slightly vary depending on the institution.

Public holidays 1 October 2015 (National Holiday)

(occasional/national/religious holidays) 28 October 2015 (National Holiday)

24-26 December 2015 (Christmas Holidays)

1 January 2016 (New Year’s Day)

6 January 2016 (Epiphany Day)

14 March 2016 (Beginning of Lent)

25 March 2016 (National Day)

1 April 2016 (National Day)

29 April 2016 (Good Friday)

1 May 2016 (Easter Day and Labour Day)

2 May 2016 (Easter Monday)

20 June 2016 (Holy Spirit Monday)

Examinations Final examinations’ periods and schedule are set by institutions,
whereas, midterm examinations may be set by faculty and students
jointly. Only final examination periods appear on the academic
calendar and these occur at the end of each semester (15th week

of teaching activity) and at the end of the summer session (7th or
9th week of teaching activity).

End of the academic year 31 August 2016

Number of intervals: 2 Length of interval: Semesters

Additional notes:

Non-university institutions are obliged to include their academic calendar (exact dates of classes, examination periods,
vacation periods, holidays) in their internal regulation and prospectuses, and they are required to adhere to it.

The majority of non-university institutions in Cyprus use the semester mode of study as it is illustrated in the table.



CZzECH REPUBLIC

Type of programme: ISCED 6-8 (higher education institutions — vysoké $koly)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Institutions are autonomous. The academic
Beginning of the academic year year usually begins during September or
early October.

All periods of teaching activity and holidays
Teaching activity and holidays are fixed by institutions in internal
regulations.

Examination periods are fixed by

Examinations T o )
institutions in internal regulations.

Institutions are autonomous. The academic
End of the academic year year ends on the day before the new one
begins.

The following dates are regarded as public
holidays by all institutions:

28 September 2015

28 October 2015

17 November 2015
Public holidays 24-26 December 2015
(occasional/national/religious holidays) 1 January 2016

28 March 2016 (Easter)
1 May 2016

8 May 2016

5 July 2016

6 July 2016

Number of intervals: most often two Length of intervals: around a half a year




CZECH REPUBLIC (CONTINUED)

Type of programme: ISCED 655 (tertiary professional schools — vy$Si odborné

Skoly)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

1 September 2015 (the exact date is set by
the school head in accordance with the
accredited educational programme).

Teaching activity and holidays

The exact dates are set by the school head
in accordance with the educational
programme, the period of teaching must be
40 weeks per academic year (32 for
teaching at school, 6 for self study and
examinations and 2 weeks of time reserve).

The exact days of holidays are set by the
school head in accordance with the
accredited educational programme. At least
4 weeks are set for holidays.

Examinations

The exact days are set by the school head
in accordance with the accredited
educational programme.

End of the academic year

31 August 2016

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

The following dates are regarded as public
holidays by all institutions:

28 September 2015

28 October 2015

17 November 2015
24-26 December 2015
1 January 2016

28 March 2016 (Easter)
1 May 2016

8 May 2016

5 July 2016

6 July 2016

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals: 5 months (153 days)
and 7 months (212 days)




DENMARK

Type of programme: Long-cycle higher education (universities) (ISCED 5, 6 and 7)

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

The universities are autonomous. The
academic year at long-cycle higher
education institutions  (universities) is
normally divided into two semesters and
begins typically:

1) Early September (autumn semester)

2) Early February (spring semester)

Teaching activity

The universities fix all periods of teaching
activities and holidays themselves. The
typical duration of teaching activities is:

1) Early September — mid-December
2) Early February — mid-May

Examinations

The universities fix the dates of
examinations autonomously, but generally
the period of examinations are:

Fall Semester: typically December and two-
three weeks in January

Spring Semester: Mid and end of May and
two-three weeks in June

Re-examinations are mainly placed in August
before the start of a new academic year.

End of the academic year

The academic year runs from 1 September
and ends 31 August, but normally with
holidays/periods with no teaching between
30 June and 31 August.

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

25-26 December 2015 (both days inclusive)
1 January 2016

24-28 March 2016 (both days inclusive)

22 April 2016

5 May 2016

16 May 2016

Number of intervals: 2*

Length of intervals: approx. 4/5 months

Additional notes:

Short cycle and medium-cycle higher education: There is no specific information on the academic
calendar available for short cycle and medium-cycle higher education programmes either. Like the
universities, the institutions themselves decide how to structure the academic year. The academic
calendar, however, is quite similar to that of the universities, outlined above.

* Some university programmes run with four intervals instead of two.




ESTONIA

Type of programme: All types

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations / end of the academic
year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

Institutions  are  autonomous. Occurs
generally between the last week in August
and the first week in September

Teaching activity

All periods of teaching activity and holidays
are fixed by institutions. The autumn
semester lasts generally until 20 December.

Holiday

Occurs generally between 20 December and
1 January.

Examinations

Occur generally between 2 January and
20 January.

Teaching activity

The spring semester begins generally a week
after the examinations are over.

End of the academic year

Between the last week in June and the first
week in July

Public holidays
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

24 February 2016 (Independence Day)
25 March 2016 (Good Friday)

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals: ca. 4.5 months




FINLAND

Type of programme: Polytechnics and universities

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays / examinations /
end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

1 August 2015

First semester - Teaching activity

Fixed by each faculty,
between the beginning of August and
21 December 2015

Second semester — Teaching activity

Fixed by each faculty,
between 2 January and 31 May 2016

Examinations

Fixed by the teachers

End of the academic year

31 July 2016

Public holidays 2015/16
(occasional/national/religious holidays)

1 November 2015 (All Saints)

6 December 2015 (Independence Day)
24 December 2015 (Christmas Eve) (partly)
25 December 2015 (Christmas Day)
26 December 2015 (Boxing Day)

1 January 2016 (New Year’s Day)

6 January 2016 (Epiphany)

25 March 2016 (Good Friday)

27 March 2016 (Easter Day)

28 March 2016 (Easter Monday)

1 May 2016 (May Day)

14 May 2016 (Ascension)

Number of intervals: 2

Length of intervals: 5 to 7 months




FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

Type of programme: All types

The Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education
2015/16

Type of information
(beginning of the academic year /
teaching activity / holidays /
examinations / end of the academic year)

Dates or periods

Beginning of the academic year

15 September 2015

Teaching activity

15 September — 31 December 2015

Christmas/New Year holidays

01-07 January 2016

Teaching activity

/

Examinations

08-22 January 2016

Break between the semesters

08-29 January 2016

Teaching activity

01 February — 13 May 2016

Spring/Easter holiday

29 April — 02 May 2016

Teaching activity

/

Examinations

16 May — 17 June 2016
15 August — 15 September 2016

